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I don’t want to stand on a soapbox [moving the step at the podium]. 

First, I’d like to thank all of the people involved in the organizing of this conference and for 
the clever innovation that they chose for this conference, because normally, every minute is 
accounted for with talks and audiences and a few people participating. This one had 
essentially everyone who was involved participating. 

(Hey, Rob, I’m gonna ask you to do something in a minute. So get off your damn phone. 
[chuckling] Dan, I’m gonna ask you too in just a minute.)  

The second edition of the Scriptures has been ordered. The funds have been collected, the 
deposit has been paid, the paper has been ordered, the leather has been selected, the work 
on that project has begun, and the typesetting is awaiting a decision on two matters. 

When the work of getting it to a print-ready submission (which is a deadline coming up in 
just a few days) presented a couple of issues, I was asked about approving some changes to 
be made to the Scriptures. And because the issue has been previously addressed by a vote, 
it was my position that I don’t have the right to make any change to anything that has been 
voted upon. And so it presented a dilemma, and the solution was to take a vote today about 
two matters that need to be approved by the voice of the people and not by me. 

The first one is that as the type-setting was being done, a prayer and an answer to the 
prayer were submitted for approval as a single section of the Teachings and 
Commandments. That is not at all like the division of the prayer into one section and the 
answer to the prayer into a second section, as the precedent that was followed throughout 
the Teachings and Commandments otherwise. So I was asked if we could take and divide 
182 from 183—section 182 from 183—instead of having them both combined into a single 
section. And I said I don’t have that right. We will take a vote.  

The second issue is the… For some reason, when the original Scriptures were being 
submitted and approved, the Book of James was renamed Jacob because that is a more 
accurate representation of the original Hebrew name. But by doing that, it required any 
reference that had been previously made to James to be altered to Jacob, and then a 
parenthetical inserted that says “(James)” so that you knew who you were talking about. In 
type setting the new Scriptures, it just makes sense to get rid of the Jacob and go back to 
James and leave it consistent with what is otherwise found in the New Testament. Instead 
of Peter, Jacob, and John, we’ll go back to Peter, James, and John, and the Book of James 
[Jacob] would revert back to James.  
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Likewise, Jude was changed to Judas. And so the Book of Judas needs to go back to being the 
Book of Jude to be consistent, since we are now incorporating in[to] the text the King James 
versification. It just makes sense to go all the way and make it more consistent.  

So we need to have a vote to finalize the typesetting on two matters:  

●​ The first matter is getting approval to divide the prayer and the answer from one 
another into two sections instead of leaving them as one.  

●​ And the second is to revert the names of Jacob and Judas back to James and Jude.  

Now, I knew when I got up here, it was gonna be really hard for me to be able to see the 
vote, which is why I said, “Dan and Rob, I’d like you to help me out.” Would you guys stand 
and face the audience? I’m gonna have people raise their hand and vote yes, and then vote 
no. And I need both of you (who probably have better line of sight without these in your 
eyes) tell me if the vote carries. So, if you’d stand… I’d like everyone to raise your hand if 
you vote yes and to raise your hand if you vote no on this first matter.  

It’s proposed that we divide the prayer and the answer that has been voted upon previously 
as a single section into two separated sections, one being the prayer and the second section 
being the answer.  

All of those who are in favor of voting “yes” for that, would you please raise your hand? 
[voting] 

Okay, lower your hand. And all of those who are opposed to doing that, would you please 
raise your hand? [voting] 

Is… Both of you agree that the vote carried, that we’re…? [acknowledgment from Dan and 
Rob that the vote carried] Okay. 

The second matter is: It’s proposed that we revert from Jacob back to James and from Judas 
back to Jude in the books of the New Testament and in the references found there.  

All of those who can approve that change, would you please raise your hand? [voting] 

Okay, lower your hands. And anyone who is opposed to that, would you please raise your 
hand? [voting] 

Lower your hands. And Dan and Rob, do you agree that the vote carried? [acknowledgment 
from Dan and Rob that the vote carried]  

Okay. Well, that takes care of that. And I’m no longer responsible for making any changes 
that are beyond what I view my limited role to be. 

————— 

Today’s talk is really intended only for Covenant Christians. It probably won’t make much 
sense at all to those who are outside this viewpoint. 
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Although we talk of Christ, we rejoice in Christ, we preach of Christ, we prophesy of Christ, and 
we write according to our prophecies so that our children can know to what source they can 
look for a remission of their sins (2 Nephi 11:8),1 there remains much that is 
unacknowledged about Jesus Christ. This talk will defend His status as the greatest of God’s 
creations. The title of this talk is “In Defense of Jesus Christ.”  

There are misunderstandings about Him that need to be corrected. He explained to 
Abraham: …there are two spirits, one being more intelligent than the other; there shall be 
another more intelligent than they. I am the Lord, your God; I am more intelligent than they 
all (Abraham 5:4). We can read those words without any idea of how significant they are 
and how much they tell us about our Lord. 

It is possible this talk will challenge long-held religious beliefs for many of you. If so, be 
patient and let this settle on your mind to see how it illuminates your understanding. 
Nothing is better suited to helping us progress than receiving new truth. On the other hand, 
when truths are rejected, it interferes with our progress. Rejecting or refusing to receive 
new truth is what damns us.  

Nephi wanted for mankind to keep an open mind capable of welcoming new instruction 
from Heaven. Nephi wrote:  

Woe to those who say: We’ve received God’s word; we don’t need more of God’s 
word because we have enough. This is what the Lord God has said: I’ll give 
mankind line upon line, a teaching here and a teaching there, a little here and a 
little there. Those who follow My teachings and listen to My counsel are blessed 
since they’ll learn wisdom. And I’ll give more to those who receive; but from 
those who say we have enough, even what they have will be taken away. Those 
who put their trust in the scholarly arrogance of men or follow the false 
teachings of a man are cursed, because only those teachings given by the power 
of the Holy Ghost are true. The Lord God of Hosts has said: Woe to the Gentiles; 
because despite extending My welcoming arm to them from day to day, they will 
deny Me. (2 Nephi 12:6-7 CE) 

With this talk, you can consider things you have already heard in a new light that changes 
the picture by removing shadows. You do not need new or additional Scriptures to learn 
what’s in this talk. All you need is to be willing to accept what the Scriptures state. 

Because of the mission of Joseph Smith and, in particular, the funeral sermon for King 
Follett, we know more than other Christians about the Lord and the plan for mankind’s 
salvation. Sometimes that additional understanding results in unwarranted assumptions 
about how similar we are to Him. LDS Church President Lorenzo Snow stated it this way: 
“As man now is, God once was: As God now is, man may be[come].” This brief assertion 
foolishly omits any recognition of the nearly incomprehensible gulf between who and what 
Jesus Christ is and all that He has accomplished, on the one hand, and where and what we 
are, on the other. The Follett sermon and Lorenzo Snow’s statement are both true but have 

1 All citations in this talk refer to the Restoration Edition of Scriptures.  
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proven to be quite misleading. A great deal separates and distinguishes Him from us. This 
talk will address that great gulf. 

There’s a necessary balance between the awesome stature of Jesus Christ compared with 
our weak and embryonic state, on the one hand, and recognizing He cares for and wants to 
comfort us on our journey, on the other hand. We should be in awe about Him and 
recognize His willingness to accompany us on our way. I’m so humbled by Him that even as 
I talk respectfully of Him, it seems completely inadequate.  

Defending Jesus Christ begins by explaining the reasons for justified awe and amazement. 
He is the “gatekeeper” on the upward path to God’s Throne. Everyone must confront Him 
before we will be permitted to enter God’s Kingdom. Before that, we should attempt to 
understand Him, His role, His accomplishments, and how very dependent we are upon Him, 
in order to help understand that upward pathway to God’s Throne. 

Christ progressed over eons in “worlds without end” on a journey that prepared Him before 
His birth in this world. He completed His long journey here in this world. How long the 
Lord’s development took is not fully revealed in Scripture, but Scripture makes it clear that 
He alone achieved the required progress to become like His Father. While the Scriptures 
clarify that others can follow His path and arrive at the same place, Scripture also makes it 
clear that NO ONE ELSE HAS EVER DONE SO, and Christ alone is the prototype of the saved 
man.  

This is what we have been told about our Lord: 

Before He entered this world as a mortal, He was given the leading role in organizing the 
universe. The apostle John explained,  

In the Highest Council of Heaven there was One who spoke out. And the One 
who spoke out was among the Gods, and He was a God. He was in the Council of 
the Gods, and the creation of the cosmos was organized through Him. And 
without Him does not exist one thing that has come into existence in the 
cosmos. In Him was the power of life and this power was conveyed into the 
cosmos as the Light in men and every thing. The Light shone in the chaos and 
those in darkness have not been able to grasp it.  

…The Messenger of the Heavenly Council was in the cosmos, and the cosmos 
existed through Him, and the cosmos had not acquired His knowledge. He came 
into His own creation, but those there were unable to understand Him. As many 
as perceived the Light in Him, to them He gave knowledge to enable them to 
follow the path to become like Him, begotten children in the family of the Most 
High God. This is only possible for those who believe through His name. Those 
who believe through His name are no longer born of blood to follow the 
appetites of flesh, nor the ambitions of man, but are able to become, like Him, 
the offspring of God. This one who was [the] Spokesman from the Heavenly 
Council was made flesh, and He temporarily cast His tent among us, and we 
could see His knowledge of the path to ascend in light and truth, he was a 
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member of the Family of God, full of the power to ascend and able to display 
truth to others. (Testimony of St. John 1:1,3, emphasis added)  

This part of Christ’s pre-mortal journey has been referred to repeatedly in Scripture. 
Although we do not have a full explanation of the Lord’s pre-earth accomplishments, what 
we have establishes His central role in organizing everything in this creation. 

For example, in Genesis it’s written:  

Here is wisdom and it remains in me. And by the word of my power have I 
created them, who is my Only Begotten Son, full of grace and truth. And worlds 
without number have I created, and I also created them for my own purpose; 
and by the same I created them, who is my Only Begotten. And the first man of 
all men have I called Adam, which is many. But only an account of this earth 
and the inhabitants thereof give I unto you. For behold, there are many worlds 
which have passed away by the word of my power, and there are many [worlds] 
also which now stand, and numberless are they unto man; but all things are 
numbered unto me, for they are mine and I know them. (Genesis 1:6) 

Not only was this world organized by Jesus Christ, but He also organized many others. 
There is a depth in understanding the comment: “worlds without number have I created” 
by the Father’s “Only Begotten” (meaning Jesus Christ). The many worlds cannot be 
numbered because they continue to roll into existence, in an ongoing process that remains 
“numberless.” It’s not a static number because it actively changes, grows, and multiplies 
everlastingly. 

Think of it, so many worlds have been organized by Jesus Christ that they are “without 
number”—and many of them have “passed away” after their organization. From what we 
can observe with our present technology, there are now trillions, even more, quadrillions, 
yet even more, stars.  Our present state of science confirms our Lord’s creations are beyond 
our ability to count; more so if we consider all that have passed away alongside all now 
rolling into creation. (Of course, many of those were created and redeemed by the Father 
beforehand, and we only have passing mention of that by Joseph Smith.)  

A recent vision referring to the Lord’s accomplishments included this: We heard the voice 
bearing record [of him] that he is the Only Begotten of the Father, [and] that by him, and 
through him, and of him the worlds are made and were created, and the inhabitants thereof 
are [the] begotten sons and daughters unto God (T&C 69:5). Jesus Christ was not like you 
and I. He was the Only Begotten Creator of the universe and organized an essentially 
infinite number of worlds. None of us have done anything comparable. 

It was this mighty individual who condescended to become a mere man, born into this 
world, clothed in the dust of the earth. When we read the account of His mortal life, we 
hardly recognize Him as the Creator responsible for infinite creations. 

DESPITE HIS ACCOMPLISHMENTS, once He took upon Himself mortality, He declined to 
acknowledge He was even “good.” Matthew records: And behold, one came and said, Good 
Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life? And he said unto him, Why do 
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you call me good? There is none good but one — that is, God (Matthew 9:22). Have you ever 
pondered why the Lord would decline to acknowledge that He was “good”? Let’s not let that 
remain a mystery. 

Christ’s mission here was difficult, and He undertook it as a mortal man. Whatever man 
encounters in a body of dust, the Lord also encountered. As stated in Hebrews: We have not 
a high priest who cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but was in all points 
tempted like we are, yet without sin (Hebrews 1:11, emphasis added). Everything we face, 
He faced. He was hungry, thirsty, tired, weary, stirred with unbecoming thoughts, tempted 
to be impatient, unkind, ambitious, aspiring, indifferent, judgmental, and angry. No appetite 
of the body was unfamiliar to Him. No ugly thought, unkind reflection, or impatient reaction 
was absent from His life. But He was nonetheless “without sin” because He did not 
succumb. He confronted, endured, but gave no heed to temptations. 

Given the fact He “was in all points tempted like we are,” the Lord would not acknowledge 
He was “good” while clothed in mortal dust and subject to the weaknesses of the flesh. No 
one whose mind is beset with the ugliness of fleshly appetites could regard themselves as 
“good.” For the natural man is an enemy to God, and has been from the fall of Adam (Mosiah 
1:16 RE), which is rendered in Covenant of Christ in these words: Men and women, in their 
natural state, are out of harmony with God and have been since the Fall of Adam (Ibid. CE). 
When He condescended and took mortal flesh upon Him, Christ joined us in being an 
enemy to God. He was out of harmony with God and subject to the same struggle to subdue 
the flesh to the spirit, becoming meek, submissive, and patiently willing to accept all the 
Father required of Him. 

For Christ to acknowledge He was good required the flesh to be defeated and Him to rise 
from the grave. Until His mortal journey was completed, He faced temptations that left His 
mind in mortal turmoil, in a state less than “good.” It was only after the resurrection the 
Lord declared, All power is given unto me in Heaven and on earth (Matthew 13:4). Once He 
finished His final step on the upward pathway, He was then “good,” and empowered, and 
beyond the reach of temptation. He has been trusted with “all power” in Heaven and Earth, 
becoming exactly the same as His good Father, and They are now One in every sense that 
They are the same kind or quality of being. They are in complete harmony or agreement. 
They have the same continuity without deviation or change in purpose or pursuit. They 
have equal power and authority. They exist in the same glorified, self-existent state. Nothing 
can tempt or corrupt them. 

In order for Him to arrive at that ultimate end, the Lord had not only to organize or create a 
cosmos like the Father had before Him, but He also needed to attain to the resurrection and 
redeem or reclaim that creation. That required specific conditions. The Lord had to 
voluntarily lay down His life, even when He was entitled to live forever. Since He was 
without sin, and death entered the world because of transgression, His death needed to be 
unjust. His suffering needed to be unmerited. He needed to be an innocent sacrifice so that 
justice would be violated by His death, making mercy possible.  

The unique conditions of this world were required for the Lord to voluntarily sacrifice His 
life. Our world is unlike any other of God’s creations. For the many “worlds without 
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number” that have and do exist, OURS IS THE ONLY ONE where the Lord’s sacrifice could 
have happened.  

God’s description to Enoch shows how unique this world is among all of God’s creations:  

Behold, I am God, Man of Holiness is my name, Man of Counsel is my name, and 
Endless and Eternal is my name also. Wherefore, I can stretch forth my hands 
and hold all the creations which I have made, and my eye can pierce them also. 
And among all the workmanship of my hands, there has not been so great 
wickedness as among your brethren. (Genesis 4:17)  

This world, among all of God’s creations, is singularly wicked. Our world was the scene of 
the first murder in the second generation. Then oaths were adopted to conceal and protect 
murder, and men obtained power using threats of murder. This creation descended into 
such wickedness that within ten generations, God concluded the world had to return to the 
second day of creation, when waters covered the face of the earth and the dry land had not 
yet appeared:  

But the earth was corrupt before God and it was filled with violence. And God 
looked upon it, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted its way 
upon the earth. And God said [to] Noah, The end of all flesh has come before me; 
for the earth is filled with violence, and behold, I will destroy all flesh from off 
the earth. (Genesis 5:11) 

This astonishing turn of events was a result of mankind’s continual meditation on 
wickedness: And every man was lifted up in the imagination of the thoughts of his heart, 
being only evil continually (Genesis 5:9). 

This world was and is the worst of all God’s creations. But even among the wicked of this 
world, there was still only one people living in one generation who would kill the Lamb of 
God. We read:  

Wherefore, as I said unto you, it must needs be expedient [for] Christ (for, in the 
last night, the angel spake unto me that this should be his name), that he should 
come among the Jews, among those who are the more wicked part of the world. 
And they shall crucify him — for it behooveth our God — and there is none 
other nation on earth that would crucify their God. For should the mighty 
miracles be wrought among other nations, they would repent and know that he 
be their God. But because of priestcrafts and iniquities, they at Jerusalem will 
stiffen their necks against him, that he be crucified. (2 Nephi 7:1 RE, emphasis 
added)  

As this is stated in the Covenant of Christ:  

Therefore, as I told you, it must necessarily be that Christ — and last night the 
angel told me this was to be His name — should come among the Jews, among 
those who are the more wicked part of the world. And they will crucify Him — 
because it’s essential for God — and no other nation on earth would crucify 
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their God. Because if the mighty miracles were performed among other nations, 
they would repent and know [that] He was God. But because of priestcrafts and 
iniquities, those at Jerusalem will be stubborn and hardened against Him, 
resulting in His crucifixion. (Ibid. CE) 

This was also singular, never having happened in any other creation, in any other 
generation, for the gravest injustice of all eternity to take place. That terrible but essential 
injustice broke the demands of justice and allowed an infinite price to be paid. That infinite 
injustice opened the door for mercy to become possible. Now, despite the demands of 
justice on each of US, requiring our death (because of sin), that price has been paid by the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, and justice cannot demand more. As a result, Jesus Christ is both 
the author and dispenser of mercy and has set the condition for us to access that mercy. 

Because this world is the most wicked of all creations and only one generation in this world 
would crucify their God, the atonement has happened ONCE. Here. Only once; only here. 
Mormons often conjecture that there have been many “Christs” and many “atonements” 
—but there is nothing in Scripture to support that conjecture. The record we have identifies 
it as a singular event in which Jesus Christ did what He saw the Father do before Him. 

Jesus Christ not only sacrificed Himself to bring about mercy, He also exposed Himself to 
every form of wickedness mankind has committed. He did this to understand the depths of 
our depravity, the consciousness of our guilt, and the despair of our souls; not only that, but 
also to see how unjust suffering, violent victimization, and innocent martyrdom co-exist 
with predatory persecution, hatred, and sociopathology. He made it possible to repent and 
avoid the suffering caused by these mortal failings. 

Christ understood the prophecies. Therefore, Christ KNEW His destiny and had a clear idea 
of what would be required of Him. His mother no doubt helped Him to understand. The 
Scriptures foretold of His vicarious suffering: 

He was despised and we esteemed him not. Surely he has borne our griefs and 
carried our sorrows, yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and 
afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we 
are healed. All we, like sheep, have gone astray — we have turned every one to 
his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was 
oppressed and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth… (Isaiah 19:2, 
emphasis added) 

Although this was His destiny, when the moment came, He recoiled, describing it as 
exquisitely hard to bear:  

…how sore you know not, how exquisite you know not, yea, how hard to bear 
you know not. For behold, I, God, have suffered these things for all that they 
might not suffer, if they would repent. But if they would not repent, they must 
suffer even as I, which suffering caused myself, even God, the greatest of all, to 
tremble because of pain, and to bleed at every pore, to suffer both body and 
spirit, and would that I might not drink the bitter cup and shrink. Nevertheless, 
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glory be to the Father, and I partook and finished my preparations unto the 
children of men. (T&C 4:5) 

He knew the specific prophecy foretelling His public humiliation, suffering, and death. He 
quoted the beginning of the words from that Psalm as it was fulfilled on the cross:  

My God, My God why [hast thou] forsaken me? 

…But I am a worm, and loved of no man, a reproach of man and despised of the 
people. All they that see me laugh…to scorn. They shoot out the lip, they shake 
the head, saying, He trusted on the Lord, that he would deliver him; let him 
deliver him, seeing he delighte[th] in him. 

But you are he that took me out of the womb. You did make me hope when I was 
upon my mother’s breasts. I was cast upon you from the womb. You were my 
God from my mother’s breasts. 

Be not far from me — for trouble is near — for there is none to help. Many 
armies have encompassed me; strong armies of Bashan have beset me around. 
They gaped upon me with their mouths like a ravening and roaring lion. I am 
poured out like water and all my bones are out of joint. My heart is like wax, it 
is melted in the midst of my inward parts. My strength is dried up like a 
potsherd, and my tongue cleaves to my jaws, …you have brought me into the 
dust of death. For dogs have encompassed me, the assembly of the wicked have 
enclosed me. They pierced my hands and my feet. I may tally all my bones. They 
look and stare upon me. They part my garments among them and cast lots 
upon my vesture. But be not far from me, O Lord. O my strength, hasten to help 
me. Deliver my soul from the sword, my darling from the power of the dog. Save 
me from the lion’s mouth, for you have heard me speak from the secret places of 
the wilderness through the horns of the re’em. 

I will declare your name unto my brethren. In the midst of the congregation will 
I praise you. (Psalm 22:1-5) 

That was what He was quoting when He began, “My God, My God why hast thou forsaken 
me?” It is false, it is a lie, it is evidence of a misapprehension of understanding who Jesus 
the Christ is for James Talmage to have written in Jesus the Christ that the Father forsook 
Him. He prophesied the Father would never leave Him, and His quote of “My God, My God 
why hast thou forsaken me?” is His TESTIMONY of His Messiahship and fulfillment of the 
prophecy about the messianic sacrifice that would take place. He knew this was His destiny, 
but just like all of us, when the final trial arrived, it was astonishingly more difficult than 
expected. The Lord prayed in Gethsemane: Father, if you are willing to, remove this cup from 
me; nevertheless, not my will, but yours be done (Luke 13:9). Living in this fallen world is far 
more difficult than what it seemed when we shouted for joy at the news of the creation. 
This world challenges everyone who enters it. The Lord was no exception. This life is 
extraordinarily challenging, and we were quite unrealistic about how we would succeed 
before coming here. But thankfully, the Lord knows exactly what we can face and how to 
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refine us like silver into a mirror-like image in which He can see His own face when He 
looks upon us.  We are all required to soldier on and fight the good fight. 

Christ has begged us to repent and follow Him so we can escape the consequences of our 
failures. If we refuse to repent and accept the Lord’s sacrifice, we will suffer; it will be 
“sore,” it will be “exquisite,” it will be incomprehensively “hard to bear” (see T&C 4:5). Even 
the Lord was shocked when required to suffer both body and spirit. He did not want to 
drink the bitter cup. He recoiled and wanted to avoid it. Our experiences, while infinitely 
less demanding, are likewise also hard for us in our limited capacity to bear.  

He provided us with a more complete description of that awful ordeal in T&C 161:  

He thought His sufferings were over, but to His astonishment another wave 
overcame Him. This one was much greater than the first. The Lord, who had 
been kneeling, fell forward onto His hands at the impact of the pain that was 
part of [this] greater, second wave. 

This second wave was so much greater than the first that it seemed to entirely 
overcome the Lord. The Lord was now stricken with physical injuries as well as 
spiritual affliction. As He suffered anew, His flesh was torn which He healed 
using the power of…charity within Him. The Lord had such life within Him, 
such power and virtue within Him, that although He suffered in His flesh, these 
injuries healed and His flesh restored. His suffering was both body and spirit, 
and there was anguish of thought, feeling, and soul. 

The Lord overcame this second wave of suffering, and again found peace of 
mind and strength of body; and His heart filled with love despite what He had 
suffered. Indeed, it was charity or love that allowed Him to overcome. He was at 
peace with His Father, and with all mankind, but it required another, still 
greater act of will and charity than the first for Him to do so. 

Again, the Lord thought His suffering was over. He stayed on His hands and 
knees for a moment to collect Himself when another wave of torment burst 
upon Him. This wave struck Him with such force He fell forward upon His face. 
He was afflicted by this greater wave. He was then healed, only to…be afflicted 
again as the waves of torment overflowed. Wave after wave poured out upon 
Him, with only moments between them. The Lord’s suffering progressed from a 
lesser to a greater portion of affliction; for as one would be overcome by Him, 
the next, greater affliction would then be poured out. Each wave of suffering 
was only preparation for the next, greater wave. 

The pains of mortality, disease, injury, and infirmity, together with the 
sufferings of sin, transgressions, guilt of mind, and unease of soul, the horrors of 
recognition of the evils men had inflicted upon others, were all poured out upon 
Him, with confusion and perplexity multiplied upon Him. 
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He longed for it to be over, and thought it would end long before it finally 
ended. With each wave He thought it would be the last, but then another came 
upon Him, and then yet another. 

…After long inquiring into the things which he had seen, the Lord, who is 
patient and merciful and willing to instruct those who call upon Him, again 
appeared to the man on the 20th of December, 2007. He made known unto him 
that the waves of torment suffered by the Lord came in pairs which mirrored 
each other. The first of each wave poured [out] upon the Lord those feelings, 
regrets, recriminations, and pains felt by those who injured their fellow man. 
Then followed a second wave, which mirrored the first, but imposed the pains 
suffered by the victims of the acts committed by those in the first wave. Instead 
of the pains of those who inflict hurt or harm, it was now the anger, bitterness, 
and resentments felt by those who suffered these wrongs. 

From each wave of suffering, whether as the one afflicting or as the victim of 
those wrongs, the Lord would overcome the evil feelings associated with these 
wrongs, and find His heart again filled with peace. This was why, in the vision of 
the suffering of the Lord, it was…the second waves that…appeared oftentimes 
to be injuries to His body. 

The greater difficulty in these paired waves of torment was always overcoming 
the suffering of the victim. With these waves the Lord learned to overcome the 
victims’ resentments, to forgive, and to heal both body and spirit. This was more 
difficult than overcoming the struggles arising from…one who committed the 
evil. This is because the one doing evil knows he has done wrong and feels a 
natural regret when he sees himself aright. The victim, however, always feels it 
is their right to hold resentment, to judge their persecutor, and to withhold 
peace and love [from] their fellow men. The Lord was required to overcome 
both so that He could succor both. 

In the pairing of the waves, the first torment was…the mind and spirit, and the 
second was torment of mind, spirit, and body. 

The Lord experienced all the horror[s] and regret wicked men feel for their 
crimes when they finally see the truth. He experienced the suffering of their 
victims whose righteous anger and natural resentment and disappointment 
must also be shed, and forgiveness given, in order for them to find peace. He 
overcame them all. He descended below them all. He comprehends it all. And He 
knows how to bring peace to them all. He knows how to love others [when] they 
are the one who has given offense or the one who is a victim of the offense. 

In the final wave, the most brutal, most evil, most heinous sins men inflict upon 
one another were felt by Him as a victim of the worst men can do. He knew how 
it felt to wrongly suffer death. He knew what it was like to be a mother holding 
a child in her arms as they are both killed by those who delight in their 
suffering. He knew how it was for ambitious men to rid themselves of a rival by 
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conspiracy and murder. He knew what it was to have virtue robbed from the 
innocent. He knew betrayal, treachery, and abuse in all its worst degrading 
horror. There was no cruelty, no offense, no evil that mankind has suffered or 
will suffer that was not put upon Him. 

He knew what it [was] like for men to satisfy their ambition by clothing their 
hypocrisy in religious garb. He also felt what it was like to be the victim of 
religious oppression by those who pretend to practice virtue while oppressing 
others. He knew the hearts of those who would kill Him. Before confronting 
their condemnation of Him in the flesh, He suffered their torment of mind when 
they recognized He was the Lord, and then found peace for what they would do 
by rejecting Him. In this extremity there was madness itself as He mirrored the 
evil which would destroy Him, and learned how to come to peace with the 
Father after killing the Son of God, and to love…those involved without 
restraint …without pretense even before they did these terrible deeds. His 
suffering, therefore, encompassed all that has happened, all that did happen, 
and all that would happen in the future. 

As a result of what the Lord suffered, there is no condition — physical, spiritual, 
or mental — that He does not fully understand. He knows how to teach, 
comfort, succor, and direct any who [will] come to Him seeking forgiveness and 
peace. This is why the prophet wrote: by his knowledge shall my righteous 
servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities. [Isa. 19:2] And again: 
Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows; yet we did esteem him 
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. [Isa. 19:2] He obtained this 
knowledge by the things He suffered. He suffered that we might avoid sin by 
being obedient to His commandments. None of us need harm another, if we will 
follow Him. He knows fully the consequences of sin. He teaches His followers 
how to avoid sin. 

The prophet Alma taught and understood our Lord’s sufferings as he wrote: 
And he shall go forth, suffering pains and afflictions and temptations of every 
kind; and this that the word might be fulfilled which saith: He will take upon 
him the pains and…sicknesses of his people. And he will take upon him death, 
that he may loose the bands of death which bind his people; and he will take 
upon him their infirmities, that his bowels may be filled with mercy, according 
to the flesh, that he may know according to the flesh how to succor his people 
according to their infirmities. [Alma 5:3] 

He can bring peace to any soul. He can help those who…come to Him [to] love 
their fellow man. He alone is the Perfect Teacher because He alone has the 
knowledge each of us lack to return to being whole and at peace with…God 
[the] Father [and of all of us] after our transgression of His will. He is wise to 
what is required for each man’s salvation. (T&C 161:4-9,17-26) 
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This—THIS—was a singular achievement. Jesus Christ is the only one who has ever 
accomplished what His Father achieved. The Scriptures are quite clear about this SINGLE 
achievement. There may be a plan that makes it possible to happen again, but so far, there is 
only one who has done what the Father did. Scripture has proclaimed the singular 
accomplishment of God and His Son: 

●​ Moses was told, Know therefore this day, and consider it in your heart, that the Lord, 
he is God, in Heaven above and upon the earth beneath. There is none else 
(Deuteronomy 2:7).  

●​ The Psalms declare, All nations whom you have made shall come and worship before 
you, O Lord, and shall glorify your name; for you are great and do wondrous things. 
You are God alone (Psalm 86:1).   

●​ Isaiah wrote, Thus [saith] the Lord, the King of Israel and his redeemer, the Lord of 
Hosts: I am the first and I am the last, and [beside] me there is no God. …Is there a God 
[beside] me? Yea, there is no God; I know [of] not any (Isaiah 15:16). Before me, there 
was no God formed, neither shall there be after me. …even I am the Lord, and [beside] 
me there is no savior (Isaiah 15:12). 

Those who believe in the Restoration and who accept Joseph Smith as a prophet sent by 
God to teach lost truths have taught the opposite of this. They have not correctly 
understood this singular achievement. It’s a widespread misunderstanding that there are 
many who have achieved exaltation and are—like the Father and Son—also occupying the 
same glory and holding the same enthronement in the heavens. There is also a widespread 
misconception that this will be GIVEN to anyone who qualifies for “celestial glory” by 
obedience in this lifetime. Those ideas are incorrect. These misconceptions are based in 
part upon a misunderstanding of the King Follett Discourse. 

The language from the King Follett Discourse used to support this misunderstanding is the 
following:  

I want you all to know God, to be familiar with him. And if I can bring [him to 
you], all persecutions against me will cease; you will know that I am his 
servant, for I speak as one having authority. What sort of a being was God in 
the beginning? Open your ears and hear all ye ends of the earth; for I am 
going to prove it to you by the Bible, …I am going to tell you the designs of 
God for the human race and why he interferes [in] the affairs of man. 

First, God himself, who sits enthroned in yonder heaven, is a man like one of 
you. That[‘s] the great secret. If the veil were rent today and you were to see 
the great God who holds this world in its orbit and upholds all things by his 
power, you would see him in the image and very form of a man; for Adam was 
created in the very fashion and image of God. He received instruction 
from…walked, talked, and conversed with him as one man talks and 
communes with another. 

In order to understand the subject of the dead for the consolation of those 
who mourn for the loss of their friends, it[‘s] necessary they should 
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understand the character and being of God; for I am going to tell you how God 
came to be God. We have imagined that God was…from all eternity. <That he 
was not is an idea> incomprehensible to some. But it is the simple and first 
principle of the gospel-to know for a certainty the character of God, that we 
may converse with him as one man with another. God himself, the Father of 
us all, dwelt on an earth the same as Jesus Christ himself did, and I will show 
it from the Bible. 

I wish I had the trump of an archangel; I could tell the story in such a manner 
that persecution would cease forever. What did Jesus say? (Mark it, elder 
Rigdon!) Jesus said, ‘As the Father hath power in himself, even so hath the Son 
power.’ To do what? Why, what the Father did. The answer is obvious--in a 
manner to lay down his body and take it up again. Jesus, what are you going 
to do? To lay down my life as my Father did, and take it up again. If you do not 
believe it, you do not believe the Bible. The scriptures say it, and I defy all the 
learning and wisdom, all the combined powers of earth and hell together, to 
refute it. 

Here, then, is eternal life--to know the only wise and true God. And you have 
got to learn how to be Gods yourselves--to be kings and priests to God, the 
same as all Gods have done--by going from a small degree to another, from 
grace to grace, from exaltation to exaltation, <until you attain to the 
resurrection of the dead, and are able to dwell in everlasting burnings, and> 
until you are able to sit in glory as do those who sit enthroned in everlasting 
power. 

And I want you to know that in the last days, while certain individuals are 
proclaiming his name, God is not trifling with you or me; it is the first 
principle of consolation. How consoling to the mourner when he is called to 
part with a husband, wife, father, mother, child, or dear relative, to know that 
although the earthly tabernacle shall be dissolved that dear one shall rise in 
immortal glory, not to sorrow, suffer, or die any more but shall be God's heirs 
and joint heirs with Jesus Christ. What is it? It is to inherit the same glory, the 
same power, and the same exaltation until you ascend the throne of eternal 
power the same as those who are gone before. What did Jesus do? Why, I do 
the things I saw my Father do when [the] worlds came rolling into existence. I 
saw my Father work out his kingdom with fear and trembling, and I must do 
the same; and when I get my kingdom I shall present it to my Father so that 
he obtains kingdom upon kingdom, and it will exalt his glory. And so Jesus 
treads in [the] tracks to inherit what God did before. It is plain beyond 
disputation. 

…Thus you learn some of the first principles of the gospel, about which so 
much ha[s] been said. When you climb a ladder, you must begin at the bottom 
and go on until you learn the last principle; it will be a great while before you 
have learned the last. It is not all to be comprehended in this world; it[‘s] a 
great thing to learn salvation beyond the grave. I suppose I am not allowed to 

2025.08.31 In Defense of Christ​ Page 14 of 25 



go into an investigation of anything that[‘s] not contained in the Bible. And I 
think there are many “wise men” here who would put me to death for 
treason; so I shall turn commentator today. 

We need to have some of the terms used in this discourse better defined. The word 
“exaltation” has often been used but poorly defined and misunderstood. God the Father 
dwells in such glory that it has been referred to as “everlasting burnings” or “consuming 
fire” or “brightness above the sun.” 

●​ Deuteronomy: …for the Lord your God is a consuming fire (Deuteronomy 2:5). 
●​ Again in Deuteronomy: …the Lord your God is he who goes…before you; as a 

consuming fire (Deuteronomy 3:10). 
●​ Hebrews: …we may serve God acceptably, with reverence and godly fear, for our God is 

a consuming fire (Hebrews 1:57). 

Accounts of Him appearing include descriptions of His power and glory: 

●​ In Alma [Acts]: I saw in the way a light from Heaven, above the brightness of the sun, 
shining round about me, and them who journeyed with me (Acts 12:41). Oh, excuse 
me, that’s Acts. That’s Paul saying, “I saw in the way a light from Heaven, above the 
brightness of the sun…” 

●​ 1 Nephi: As he prayed to the Lord, a pillar of fire descended and rested on a rock in 
front of him, and he saw and heard many things. (1 Nephi 1:3 RE). As he prayed to the 
Lord, a pillar of fire…rested on a rock…(Ibid. CE). 

●​ T&C 116: …A pillar of fire appeared above my head. It presently rested down upon me 
and filled me with joy unspeakable. A personage appeared in the midst of this pillar of 
flame (T&C 116:3). 

●​ T&C 157: They saw the Lord in his glory standing above [him] and the breastwork of 
the pulpit; and under his feet appeared as it were a paved work of pure gold, in color 
like amber. His eyes were as a flame of fire; the hair of his head was white like the pure 
snow; his countenance shone above the brightness of the sun; and his voice was as the 
sound of…rushing of great waters, even the voice of Jehovah (T&C 157:26). 

The Glory of God will consume those who are unprepared to endure His presence. That 
effect is one of the signs that will accompany the return of the Lord in glory. As Nephi 
informed Joseph Smith (in language taken from Malachi but altered for clarity): For behold, 
the day cometh that shall burn as an oven, and all the proud, yea…all that do wickedly, shall 
burn as stubble; for they that cometh shall burn them, saith the Lord of Hosts, that it shall 
leave them neither root nor branch (JSH:3:4). Who are they that are coming? Who are these 
glorious persons whose presence will burn up the wicked? As mentioned in Scripture, the 
angels who dwell in God’s presence within the flaming brilliance of His presence are 
referred to as “seraphs.” The Dedication Prayer for the Kirtland Temple, Joseph Smith asked 
the Lord: And help us by the power of thy spirit that we may mingle our voices with those 
bright shining seraphs around thy throne, with acclamations of praise, singing, Hosanna to 
God and the Lamb (T&C 123:22). 
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Being present with God, dwelling in His glorious, flaming presence, is what the word 
“exaltation” means. If you can endure God’s habitation, you are exalted by being present in 
it. It is a mistake, however, to assume that being able to endure that presence means that 
you are equal to God. Joseph Smith explained,  

And you have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves—to be kings and priests 
to God, the same as all Gods have done—by going from a small degree to 
another, from grace to grace, from exaltation to exaltation, until you attain 
to the resurrection of the dead, and are able to dwell in everlasting burnings, 
and until you are able to sit in glory as do those who sit enthroned in 
everlasting power. (emphasis added) 

We will not become God’s equal until we have passed from exaltation to exaltation through 
successive steps in which glory is then accompanied by the knowledge and wisdom 
required. If you understand this, then you know what Joseph was telling us when he taught:  

When you climb a ladder, you must begin at the bottom and go on until you 
learn the last principle; it will be a great while before you have learned the 
last. It is not all to be comprehended in this world; it is a great thing to learn 
salvation beyond the grave. 

Even if we attain exaltation through our heed and diligence in this life, that’s but one step in 
a path requiring a great while beyond the grave to arrive in the same place as Jesus Christ. 
The greatest we can hope to receive if we are true and faithful in all things will be to dwell 
in God’s presence after this stage of development. Having the promise of your calling and 
election made sure by the voice of God only means your journey will continue; you will not 
be cast out; you will achieve a Terrestrial Glory in the coming afterlife. Those who are 
honorable but allow crafty men to mislead you (as happens in abundance in this world) still 
merit glory in the afterlife. The Terrestrial Glory is conferred on those who receive the 
presence of the Son but not the fullness of the Father. And it includes those who believe but 
fail to be valiant in the testimony of Jesus and, therefore, cannot be trusted with greater 
glory. The presence of Jesus Christ in the afterlife is what most Christians hope to acquire. 
Good, faithful people who have accepted the traditions of theologians and the reasoning of 
uninspired ministers will be elected to have the Son’s presence in the afterlife. 

In contrast, those who inherit Celestial Glory are described in T&C 69:  

These shall dwell in the presence of God and his Christ for ever… These are they 
whom he shall bring with him when he shall come in…clouds of Heaven to reign 
on the earth over his people. These are they who shall have part in the first 
resurrection. These are they who shall come forth in the resurrection of the just. 
These are they who are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city of the living 
God, the Heavenly place, the holiest of all. These are they who have come to an 
innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and church of Enoch, 
and of the Firstborn. These are they whose names are written in Heaven, where 
God and Christ are the judge of all. These are they who are just men made 
perfect through Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, who wrought out this 
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perfect atonement through the shedding of his own blood. These are they whose 
bodies are Celestial, whose glory is that of the sun, even the glory of God, the 
highest of all, whose glory the sun of the firmament is written of as being 
typical. (T&C 69:14-22) 

We have another seraph servant sent at the beginning of Joseph Smith’s dispensation. 
Joseph described that event in these words: 

On the evening of the 21st [of] September, …1823, while I was praying unto 
God and endeavouring [sic] to exercise faith in the precious promises of 
scripture, on a sudden a light like that of day, only of a far purer and more 
glorious appearance and brightness, burst into the room; [and] indeed the 
first sight was as though the house was filled with consuming fire. The 
appearance produced a shock that affected the whole body. In a moment a 
personage stood before me surrounded with a glory yet greater than that 
with which I was already surrounded. This messenger proclaimed himself to 
be an angel of God, sent to bring the joyful tidings, that the covenant which 
God made with ancient Israel was at hand to be fulfilled; that the preparatory 
work for the second coming of the Messiah was speedily to commence; that 
the time was at hand for the gospel in all its fulness [sic] to be preached in 
power, unto all nations, that a people might be prepared for the millennial 
reign. 

All the people that appear in a flame of glory, including Nephi when he visited with Joseph 
Smith in his bedroom, are exalted beings. To “learn to be Gods” requires something greater 
and more demanding than receiving what is referred to as “exaltation” from your progress 
here. That’s a much greater task that will require each recipient TO BE EXACTLY, PRECISELY 
WHAT CHRIST IS AND NOTHING ELSE. This has been taught to us in Lectures on Faith:  

And if we find one saved being in all existence, we may see what all others must 
be or else not be saved. We ask, then: Where is the prototype? Or where is the 
saved being? We conclude as to the answer of this question there will be no 
dispute among those who believe the Bible that it is Christ. All will agree in this, 
that he is the prototype or standard of salvation, or in other words, that he is a 
saved being. And if we should continue our interrogation, and ask how [is it] 
that he is saved, the answer would be, because he is a just and holy being. And if 
he were anything different from what he is he would not be saved, for his 
salvation depends on hi[m] being precisely what he is and nothing else. For if it 
were possible for him to change in the least degree, so sure he would fail of 
salvation and lose all his dominion, power, authority, and glory, which 
constitutes salvation. For salvation consists in the glory, authority, majesty, 
power, and dominion which Jehovah possesses, and…nothing else, and no being 
can possess it but himself or one like him. (Lectures on Faith 7:9, emphasis 
added) 

Joseph Smith explained how spirits could advance to be kings and priests to God, the same 
as all Gods have done—by going from a small degree to another, from grace to grace, from 
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exaltation to exaltation, until one has attained to the resurrection of the dead and becomes 
able to dwell in everlasting burnings and can sit in glory enthroned in everlasting gospel:  

The first principles of man are self-existent with God. God himself, finding he 
was in the midst of spirits and glory, because he was more intelligent, saw 
proper to institute laws whereby the rest could have [the] privilege to 
advance like himself. The relationship we have with God places us in a 
situation to advance in knowledge. He has power to institute laws to instruct 
the weaker intelligences, that they may be exalted with himself, so that they 
might have one glory upon another, and [that all] knowledge, power, glory, 
and intelligence, which is requisite in order to save them in the world of 
spirits. 

This process was ordained by the Father’s decree. It was Jesus Christ who PROVED the 
word of the Father. Jesus Christ proved the word of the Father was faithful and true. 
Therefore, insofar as the great plan permitting souls to advance can benefit us, that plan 
was followed, proven, and ultimately implemented for the first time by Jesus Christ, the 
Only Begotten of the Father. In that sense, Jesus Christ has become the Word of God. Now 
WE can advance, knowing that it is possible. 

However, knowing it to be possible does not make it happen. It can only happen if someone 
is precisely what Jesus Christ is and nothing else. Thus far, despite there having been worlds 
without number, it is Jesus Christ alone who has become God the Father’s heir. For that 
reason, our faith is anchored in Christ, and our hope is confirmed by His great 
accomplishments.  

We have inherited the same opportunity as Jesus Christ. He began on the same footing as all 
of us. But He gave the necessary heed and diligence to His Father to attain the resurrection. 
While it may take worlds without end for us to do the same, there is every reason to believe 
Jesus Christ has likewise been progressing worlds without end before His life here. As the 
prototype of the saved man, Christ proves to us that our faith is not in vain. God the Father 
is faithful and true, and we are allowed to grow by following His pathway to become like 
Him. 

The Lord inspires us, even speaks with us through individuals He has chosen from time to 
time. But it is only the message, not the messenger who matters. If the messenger is made 
the object of veneration, it will damn their followers.  

And the glory of the telestial is one, even as the glory of the stars are one, for as 
one star differs from another star in glory, even so differs one from another 
…glory in the telestial world. For these are they who are of Paul, and of Apollos, 
and of Cephas. These are they who say they are some of one and some of 
another: some of Christ, …some of John, …some of Moses, …some of Elias, 
…some of Esaias, …some of Isaiah, …some of Enoch, but received not the 
gospel, neither the testimony of Jesus, neither the prophets, neither the 
everlasting covenants. (T&C 69:26) 
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Men are, in their mortal state, never “good”—even Christ declined to say He was “good” 
while in the flesh. But Christ came to do the Father’s will, and that came from the One who 
is good. So, also, when a message comes from the Lord, the messenger is merely the 
mechanism used by the Lord. The Lord’s words are all that deserve respect.  

When the king sends a messenger to deliver his letter, and the messenger 
delivers the message by reading it with a stammering tongue, but hands the 
letter to the recipient, [and] then the letter can be read, and the messenger has 
been faithful to his king. The letter stands as the king’s word, and the messenger 
has done his part. (T&C 180) 

The only rule for the messenger is to be faithful to the Lord. And the duty imposed on the 
Lord’s people is limited to and defined by the message. None of the messengers has been 
anything more than a mere man—flawed, and weak, and subject to all the infirmities we 
share. But when trusted with the Lord’s message, then the message is the Lord’s. 

Jesus spoke of John the Baptist in words that describe him as a seraph:  

You sent unto John, and he bore witness also unto the truth. And he received not 
[the] testimony of man, but of God. And you yourselves say that he is a prophet, 
therefore, you ought to [have] receive[d] his testimony. These things I say that 
you might be saved. He was a burning and [a] shining light, and you were 
willing for a season to rejoice in [that] light. (John 5:6)  

But the Baptist testified of Christ: 

There is one standing among you, whom you do not acknowledge and I bear 
testimony of him. He is the one foretold by Moses, and he will preach following 
my witness of him. He has progressed beyond me so much that in comparison I 
am not worthy to kneel before him; his shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to 
unloose, nor am I worthy to wash his feet. I could never substitute for him. 
(Testimony of St. John 1:8) 

Or as stated in John 1:4: 

There stands one among you whom you know not. He it is of whom I bear 
record. He is that Prophet, even Elias, who, coming after me, is preferred before 
me, whose shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to untie, or whose place I am not able 
to fill. 

We should never lose our justified awe for Jesus Christ. In addition to all that has been 
covered in this talk, the experience of Moses with the Lord reminds us of the Lord’s great 
glory.  

And the presence of God withdrew from Moses, that his glory was not upon him, 
and Moses was left unto himself. And as he was left unto himself, he fell unto the 
earth. And it came to pass that it was for the space of many hours before he did 
again receive his natural strength like unto man. And he said unto himself, Now 
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for this [cause] I know that man is nothing, which thing I [had never] supposed. 
But now my eyes have beheld God — but not my natural eyes, but my spiritual, 
for my natural eyes could not have beheld, for I should have withered and died 
in his presence. But his glory was upon me and I beheld his face, for I was 
transfigured before him. (Genesis 1:2) 

King Benjamin explained our dependence on the Lord: 

I say unto you, my brethren, that if you should render all the thanks and praise 
which your whole souls have power to possess, to that God who…created you, 
and has kept and preserved you, and…caused that [you] should rejoice, 
…granted [unto you] that [you] should live in peace [with one] another — I say 
unto you that if ye should serve him who has created you from the beginning, 
and art preserving you from day to day by lending you breath that ye may live, 
and move, and do according to your own will, and even supporting you from 
one moment to another — I say [unto you], if ye should serve him with all your 
whole soul, yet ye would be unprofitable servants. (Mosiah 1:8 RE) 

In the Covenant of Christ, it says:  

I want to remind you that if you used all your energy to thank God and praise 
Him to the fullest, acknowledging He has created you, watched over and 
preserved you, filled you with joy, and given you the ability to live in peace with 
one another, you would still not be able to repay Him for all He’s done for you. 
God is the one who created you from the very beginning, and He’s the one who 
continues to preserve you day [to] day by giving you breath so that you can live, 
[and] move, and act according to your own will. He’s even supporting you from 
one moment to the next. Therefore I urge you to serve Him with your entire 
soul. Even if you do this, you’ll still be unprofitable servants. (Ibid. CE) 

He invites us to “follow Him” and has provided the example. He is the single example and 
the confirming proof of the Father’s plan for mankind. 

Let me close by testifying that Jesus Christ is more intelligent than us all. John the Baptist 
was apparently more worthy than any of us, as Christ said of John: Truly I say unto you, 
among them that are born of women, there has not risen…greater than John the Baptist 
(Matthew 6:2). Christ created all we see, entered into this world as a man, suffered unjustly 
all the tragic horrors that result from our sins, voluntarily laid down His life, and had the 
right to then take it up again. He opened the way for all of us to also rise from the grave. He 
has no peer. He is greater than us all. It is a mistake to think we will easily or effortlessly be 
like Him. 

I began this talk by referring to the Scripture: We talk of Christ, we rejoice in Christ, we 
preach of Christ, we prophesy of Christ, and we write according to our prophecies so that our 
children can know to what source they can look for a remission of their sins (2 Nephi 11:8 
CE). I would add to that, we “follow” Christ—because for any upward progress, we know we 
are required to follow Him. 
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There was a conversation between Christ and the Sanhedrin that took place following His 
arrest and during His trial. Although we consider the Sanhedrin part of the “most wicked” 
and the only ones who would kill their God, we should let Christ’s dialogue with them 
provoke our reflection about our status. 

Then Jesus repeated to them, I will continue onward following the path of my 
Father, and you will not accompany me, but will instead die under the burden of 
your sins. Therefore you cannot go where I will be. Then the Sanhedrin scornfully 
asked, Does he plan to kill himself? Is that why he said, The path he will take we will 
not join? And Jesus responded to them, You are from a lower estate. I am from the 
Heavens. You are stuck in this world, and I am not of this world. Because of this I 
said to you that you will die burdened with sins. If you do not believe that I am sent 
by the Most High God, bringing light and life with me, you will die burdened with 
sins. They said to him, So tell us who you claim to be. And Jesus answered them, I am 
the same…I told you from the beginning. 

I have many things to teach that will be used to judge you; and the one who sent me 
is the Source of all truth. I am teaching what he has sent me to teach and he 
provided my message. They did not understand that he was speaking the words of 
Father Ahman. Then Jesus added, When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you 
will realize…I am [the] Son Ahman, and that I have done nothing on my own; but as 
my Father has taught me, I repeat his words. He sent me and accompanies me here; 
the Father has never abandoned my side. I always do the things that please him. 

When he spoke these words, many believed on him. 

Then Jesus addressed those Jews who believed on him, Only if you continue to follow 
my teachings will you be my students indeed, because you will know the truth, and 
the truth will make you free. The leaders interrupted to claim, We are Abraham’s 
descendants, and have never been slaves to any man. Why do you say we will 
become free? Jesus answered them, In the name of Father Ahman I say [to] you, 
Whoever misses the mark is the slave of errors. And such a slave will not be allowed 
to be within Abraham’s house in the resurrection, but the Son will remain part of 
God’s Family forever. (Testimony of St. John 6:15-18) 

We cannot rely solely on our status to progress upward. Jesus Christ faithfully followed 
what the Father required. He set the mark and provided the example for us to follow. Now 
we are offered the same opportunity to continue on the upward journey. But moving 
upward is only accomplished by obedience and fidelity to the Father’s plan. Jesus Christ is 
the revelation of what following that plan requires of us. 

As one of the seraphim of Heaven confessed, none of us are worthy to touch His feet in 
adoration and submission to Him. Yet we vainly often think ourselves equal to Him without 
having done any of the great things that were required of Him. I hope that we will show our 
Lord more awe, respect, and adoration, and that we will have more humility, as the Lord’s 
status has been defended in this talk. Although He is willing to condescend to speak with us 
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in plain humility, as one person speaks to another, we should never lose sight of who He is 
and what He has done for us. 

As stated earlier, Jesus Christ is both the author and dispenser of mercy and has set the 
condition for us to access that mercy. This leads us to Christ’s doctrine, which establishes 
the requirement to obtain mercy and forms the foundation for being a disciple of His or a 
“Christian”—or more correctly, a Covenant Christian. 

Listen carefully to what I tell you: I will declare to you My doctrine. This is My 
doctrine, and it is the doctrine that the Father has given…Me: I testify of the 
Father, and the Father testifies of Me, and the Holy Ghost testifies of the Father and 
Me. I also testify the Father commands all people everywhere to repent and believe 
in Me. And anyone who believes in Me and is baptized will be saved, and they are 
who will inherit God’s kingdom. But anyone who doesn’t believe in Me and isn’t 
baptized will be damned. In truth I tell you this is My doctrine, and I testify of it 
from the Father. Anyone who believes in Me also believes in the Father, and the 
Father will testify to them of Me, since He will visit them with fire and with the 
Holy Ghost. In this way the Father will testify of Me, and the Holy Ghost will testify 
to them of the Father and Me, because the Father and I and the Holy Ghost are 
united as one. In addition, I say to you: You must repent and become as a little child 
and be baptized in My name, [and] under no circumstance[s] can you receive these 
things. And again, I say to you: You must repent and be baptized in My name and 
become as a little child, or under no circumstances can you inherit God’s kingdom. 
In truth I tell you this is My doctrine. Whoever builds on this builds on My rock, and 
the gates of hell will not prevail against them. And those who declare more or less 
than this and establish it as My doctrine advocate evil and are not built upon My 
rock, but are built [up]on a sandy foundation, and the gates of hell [shall] stand 
open to receive them when the floods come and the wind pounds them. Therefore 
go to this people and declare to the farthest reaches of the earth the words…[I 
have] spoken. (3 Nephi 5:9 CE; see also 3 Nephi 5:9 RE, emphasis added) 

It is my prayer that you will accept and follow the Lord’s doctrine and obtain mercy.  

In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 

————— 

Now, that’s the talk that I was to give today, and it's been given. But there's a couple of 
things that have come to my attention that I want… I just want to comment on, completely 
unrelated to what I just said.  

A comprehensive study has been done for the first time involving the generation of kids 
that have grown up and are now in young adulthood who received a[n] information 
dispensing phone/a smartphone (not just something you can call on, but something that 
operates to connect you to the Internet). What they have found is that those who have used 
and had access continuously to smartphones have significantly appreciably smaller brain 
mass than those that did not have them as they were growing up. They have less empathy 
for their fellow man. They have… They lack a number of social skills. 
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What the generation that grew up with smartphones faced is nothing to compare what is 
coming to kids that are growing up with access to artificial intelligence. The future with 
artificial intelligence is going to generally mass-produce arrogance, coupled with stupidity, 
because people will depend upon it in an inappropriate way.  

Smartphones are a wonderful thing. They do not need to become your life. Artificial 
intelligence is a tool. 

I have read and taught the Scriptures for decades, spending many hours every week 
studying (word by word, phrase by phrase, verse by verse) scriptures before teaching a 
50-minute lesson in an LDS Sunday School or in an LDS priesthood setting for about three 
decades, and then I’ve gone on from there to study and teach from the Scriptures thereafter. 
So when my wife asks me a question about a scripture, I reflect, I recall, and then I give her 
two or three keywords that will allow her to locate, in an online search, the place where you 
can find the scriptures. But the reason why I have the ability to access that and to identify 
that is because of decades of study that preceded it.  

Use of the smartphone access is a wonderful thing because it saves a lot of time in finding 
the access. But if you never study them, you never put them inside of you as a mechanism to 
recall, if the only thing you do is do a word search and you tree the scripture, you APPEAR 
to know what the hell you’re talking about, but you don’t! It produces a result with none of 
the process. 

The process is everything. Artificial intelligence has to be subordinated to—absolutely 
subordinated to—the development of your intellect, the development of your 
understanding, the reading of libraries of material. If you want to know something about 
the history of the development of language, read The Wheel, the Horse, and the Chariot: The 
Study of the Development of Indo-European Language [The Horse, the Wheel, and Language: 
How Bronze-Age Riders from the Eurasian Steppes Shaped the Modern World]. Read and 
study the bibliography that that puts in the back. Don’t do a word search on the Internet, 
get a result, bark the result out—because as soon as you’re through looking it up and as 
soon as you’re through displaying your understanding, it’s gone. It’s gone. You’ve left 
yourself impoverished because the result that has been yielded is not worth the moments 
that it took or the arrogance with which you announced your correction or your answer. It’s 
vacuous. It’s empty. Artificial intelligence is gonna tempt people continuously to try and get 
the result, to try and get the answer, and to do nothing to prepare themselves to think and 
to reason and to reflect and to possess within themselves a body of information that allows 
you to critically think.  

The mass marketing, the mass intrusion into your lives by cunning and conspiring men who 
are only in the employ of your adversary is part of the features of what we face in this life. 
It’s everywhere. It’s ubiquitous. (Learn that word—it means, it’s everywhere. Ubiquitous is 
a good word.) 

I remember before the fall of the Soviet Union, the people behind the Iron Curtain had been 
imposed upon with coercive, government-imposed atheism. Schools taught atheism. They 
were opposed to God. And the people behind the Iron Curtain were starving for religion. In 
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fact, before the fall of the Iron Curtain, the belief was: As soon as it falls, there’s going to be a 
mass revival; you’re gonna find more believers and more Christians, more baptisms, more 
converts; you’re gonna find them in mass behind the Iron Curtain. And the Iron Curtain fell 
(it was about the first two months?), religious revival began—almost immediately! But then 
pornography, and greed, and marketing things that were appealing to the appetites of the 
flesh invaded a previously atheist-imposed society with indulgence. And as a result, the 
revival that was expected to happen didn’t happen because their minds were distracted by 
other things that appealed to the fleshly appetites and distracted them from any deeper 
meaning for life. 

What’s coming in iPhones, I mean, how many stupid…? Attention spans have been reduced 
to… What? Three minutes? Two to three minutes in young kids? Just sitting through a talk 
that is as long as the one my wife gave and the one that I just gave is useful to the youth to 
help them develop a longer attention span.  

I remember, growing up… I wasn’t Mormon. In fact, we didn’t particularly think well of 
Mormons when I was growing up. But the one thing we all knew—everyone in my 
hometown knew—that the Mormon kids knew how to give public speaking assignments. 
They could speak! They could get up on their feet and talk because they’d learned how to 
do so in Primary and in Sunday School; they had been exposed to that. You young people 
that have been and are listening to this, you’re benefited by having the opportunity to focus 
your mind for a longer period than three minutes. You’re benefited by having brought to 
your attention things that deserve study and reflection and meditation. 

Don’t just word search your Scriptures. Read them cover to cover. And when you finish, read 
‘em again, cover to cover. I don’t know how many times I’ve read all of the Scriptures that 
we've got from one cover to the next. But once you’ve done that and done that often enough, 
you have a repository inside of you, an entire library inside of you that you can access 
through your memory. You’ll find that you are able to meditate upon things that your 
friends/your peers cannot access because they’ve never been exposed to it.  

Artificial intelligence is coming as a tool that can be used subordinated to your own critical 
thinking, your own study, your own development of your internal library. Because 
otherwise, what the future holds for all of those who think that they’ve got an answer 
because they’ve accessed AI is ignorance coupled with arrogance and a complete absence of 
critical thinking.  

Okay, enough of that. Um, I hope that… 

I found one misplaced quotation mark as I was reading this. So, it’ll be this evening before I 
get back and move the quotation mark to where it belongs. (You think I’m being anal? If I 
don’t do that, I will get emails informing me that I’ve got a misplaced quotation mark.)  

Listen, thank all of you who have participated, all of you who have come. It was really a 
delight to have the opportunity to spend some time talking to people (people I’ve never 
talked to before). I very much appreciate all that the Lori and Reed and all those in the 
Boise Fellowship have sacrificed—and it is a sacrifice. This facility didn’t come free. It 
required sacrifice to put on a conference, as it always does, and we owe a debt of gratitude 
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to those. I hope that in the future everyone feels compelled to come to one of these, because 
you will meet new people, and it is a very laudable thing.  

(Did you call on someone for a closing prayer? Oh, good.) All right, I’ll turn it back over to 
Lori. Thank you. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 
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